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Abstract 

Poor soil-residue contact from field-chopped straw (CS) application restricts the efficient 

incorporation and rapid decomposition of crop residues in intensive cropping systems. Pelletized 

straw (PS), which has a high bulk density and relatively small size, can improve this contact, but its 

effect on soil fertility after incorporation is not well known. Therefore, a field experiment was 

conducted over four cropping seasons in Shandong Province, China, to evaluate the effects of corn 


